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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Monday 4th August 2014

at 7.30pm in the Washington Village Hall
MINUTES of the proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of Washington Parish Council held on Monday 4th August 2014 at Washington Village Hall, School Lane, Washington.
PRESENT Councillors C Beglan, L Britt, T Cook, P Heeley (Chair), R Milner-Gulland, D Whyberd, R     Thomas, M Turley.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors P Circus, J Sanson (Horsham District Council)

ALSO:  Clerk to the Council Petrina Kingham

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 3

ABSENT:   Councillor Dore (surgery) and Councillor Horwood (holiday)
Cllr Heeley opened the Meeting at 19:31
14.61. Apologies for Absence and Chairmans Announcements
Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted from Councillor Dore (surgery) and Councillor Horwood (holiday).

14.61.1. Chairmans Announcements
Councillor Heeley expressed the Council’s thanks to the outgoing Washington Parish Clerk Rebecca Luckin for her hard work and support. Ms Luckin was presented with a gift and card on behalf of the Council.  Ms Luckin thanked the Council, PC Burt and the residents of the Parish for making her time as Clerk enjoyable and expressed her pleasure at the fact that the Council took its role seriously.  Miss Petrina Kingham was introduced formerly to Council as the new Washington Parish Council Clerk.

14.62. Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations 
No Declarations of Personal or Prejudicial/Pecuniary Interests were made.

14.63. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th July 2014
The draft Minutes of the meeting had been circulated to Councillors on 30th July 2014. 
0001 The Council RESOLVED that the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting that took place on 7th July 2014.
Councillor Britt left the Meeting at 19:35

14.64. Adjournment of the Meeting to allow for Public Participation

14.64.1 PC John Burt reported crime figures on a rolling year basis up to the end of June 2014.  General crime figures had shown a significant increase on last year (around a 50% increase). 

Shed burglaries and violence against the person had increased on the previous year although simple harassment was included in the figures.  The most significant rise was in the Horsham area and some of the other surrounding Southern Parishes.  Over the period of 30th June – 27th July one attempted burglary had been reported in School Lane.  

PC Burt advised that thefts from sheds had now tailed off and that around 8 arrests had been made but no charges as yet.

Warnham, Ruspar, Storrington and the area north of Horsham were suffering from thefts from builders vans.

Councillor Heeley reported an incident of vandalism at Vera’s Shelter on Heath Common, vandalism on the Washington recreation ground and petty theft from the Washington allotments.  PC Burt was given photographs of the damage to the SV markers at Vera’s Shelter and asked to lodge a formal crime report as this incident was unknown to him.

The Bostal and the Windmill were now clear, the travellers having moved on.  Councillor Beglan reported seeing a number of barefoot children in Georges Lane.

The Chairman thanked PC Burt for his update and PC Burt left the meeting at 19.50.
The Meeting was reconvened

14.65. To report Matters Arising from the previous minutes

Clerk’s Action list following meetings of 7th and 21st and 24th July 2014 was Noted.

Minute 14.5.2 Co-option of a Parish Councillor – an Application had been received from Mr Steve Jolley, for consideration by the Councillors.

Cllr Heeley presented the Application to Council and expanded on the significant expertise of Mr Jolley which would be beneficial to Council as a whole and in particular in respect of Planning and Transport. Councillors agreed there was an issue of lack of quoracy and related problems;  rescheduling of meetings and/or the deferment of Planning Application in particular to Full Council where the Agenda was already substantial.

Whilst Council was keen to co-opt there were concerns over the number of meetings Mr Jolley had stated he could attend at the time of discussion being 16 out of 24 over the Parish Calendar. Mr Jolley had suggested that he might attended meetings electronically but there were logistical issues in relation to connectivity which made this option problematical.

In addition Mr Jolley had not responded to a number of emails sent by the Clerk and Cllr Heeley, although it was accepted he was probably abroad.  

Councillors discussed the Application at length and expressed concern over the lack of contact and whether Mr Jolley wanted to proceed with his Application.

On this basis Councillors AGREED that they wished to DEFER the matter to the next Full Council Meeting of 1st September and invite Mr Jolley to attend the meeting in order to confirm his interest in the role and his availability.

The Clerk will contact Mr Jolley and advise him of the outcome of the Meeting.  Mr Jolley will be invited to join the next Full Council Meeting of 1st September where Councillors have expressed a wish to meet him.

Finance Committee 28.04.14 As a result of the Finance Committee’s request to the Washington Village Hall Management Committee a reduction from £9.00 per hour to £6.00 per hour on the Hall had been offered and if accepted would take place with immediate effect.  Councillor Turley suggested this was a positive move forward and reflected the fact that the Village Hall Management Committee understood the Council’s position in respect of the payment of the Support Loan. Councillors AGREED to accept the reduction. Clerk to advise Mr Baker and Mr Gerig accordingly.
13.130.2. Silver Cups – Zurich Insurance have confirmed that the cups are currently covered under the ‘all risks section’ and ask that the PC take ‘reasonable steps to ensure that they are secure’.  The Clerk confirmed that the Cups were still in the possession of the Jeweller and in safe storage.  The Clerk to liaise with Village Day Committee to discuss how they wish to deal with this.


14.52.4. Grant Application Mary Howe Trust- Councillor Heeley confirmed that a letter of thanks had been received.

14.56.2. CLC Meeting – 11th June Changes to the West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service - Mr Kevin Trust had asked Washington Parish Council to review these changes with a view to lodging an objection. Councillor Circus explained that on paper the savings could be achieved and the proposal was reasonable against the current patterns of use and demands on the service and this presented a difficulty in forming an objection.  He confirmed that the suggested changes would be under constant review.  Councillor Circus was able to state that the proposals would result in significant savings.

Councillors debated these changes at length. Concerns were expressed over the impact the proposals would have on the already reduced service at Findon, the ability of the proposed service to meet the needs of increasing numbers of housing imposed on the area under Government guidelines alongside unknown numbers of permissions, the demands of the coastal strip including flooding, the apparent lack of any provision for a significant and widespread emergency and the replacement of the tender at Storrington if it was found that the reduction had been ill-advised.  Council was of the view that the proposals compromised the ability of the Service to respond to a life-threatening situation and did not take proper account of the former factors.
Councillors voted UNANIMOUSLY to OBJECT to the current proposals.
Councillor Sanson left the meeting at 20.07
14.66. Planning and Transport issues
14.66.1 Applications
DC/14/1374 - Sandhill Farm House Sandhill Lane Washington - To create a pond in the 4 acre field to the north of the farmhouse as part of a small nature reserve. Response by 8th August. 

The Clerk advised she had discussed the Application with the HDC Planning Officer Ray Hill.  Mr Hill advised that the Application was a technical re-submission.  The Applicant has dug a pond larger than granted in the permitted Application DC/13/1038. Mr Hill advises he has not visited the site but reiterated that HDC would confirm the original conditions apply to this Application.  Councillors AGREED that their original comments in relation to DC/13/1038 applied and in particular the Condition that pond was for private and not commercial use.  Clerk responded on 5th August 2014.

SDNP/14/03623/HOUS - 2 Stocks Mead Washington - Addition of a first floor balcony to the rear of the property, change of cladding to rear gables – response by 12th August.  Cllr Turley had visited the site and advised Council that the proposed alteration did not result in the property overlooking any other property. Councillors AGREED that they had no objection to Application. .  Clerk responded on 5th August 2014.

SDNP/14/03267/APNB - Frieslands London Road Washington - Storage of agricultural/forestry equipment and products – response by 12th August.  
Cllr Turley raised concerns over whether this Application constituted a Change of Use.  He noted that the original Application was for residential use and raised concerns that this may be the beginning of a more significant development.  Cllr Cook expressed concerns for the safety of people and animals who use the right of way which would be used as a result of granting this Application.  Cllr Cook clarified that the route is a single track route.
Council AGREED unanimously to object to the Application on the grounds that there was insufficient information to make an informed decision, it was unclear whether there was a material change of use, and on the grounds of the risk of injury to users of the route associated with the Application by allowing the ingress and egress of heavy machinery. Clerk responded on 5th August 2014.


DC/14/1549 - Rock Mill The Hollow Washington - Restoration and refurbishment of existing building with internal alterations including new staircase within mill. Change of use of the Mill from office to residential use (Listed Building Consent) - Delegated Decision –  Cllr Beglan went on record as preferring residential use to office use,  However as plans were only received on 1st August 2014 Council deferred consideration of this Application until the 18th August 2014 by the Planning and Transport Committee.  Clerk has added the Application to the Planning and Transport Agenda for consideration on 18th August 2014.
DC/14/0661 - Rock Business Park The Hollow - Variation of Condition 1a and removal of Condition 5 of DC/13/0197 (Refurbishment of one existing building (Block A), redevelopment of an existing building (Block B), demolition of remaining former poultry rearing buildings and the erection of 5 new buildings all for B1 (Business) and/or B8 (Storage or Distribution) uses (Blocks C to G) with associated parking and landscaping) to include the re-alignment of Block D and associated parking/forecourt areas).  The Clerk had discussed this Application to vary with Senior Planning Officer Peter Munnelly.  Mr Munnelly advised that the Condition relating to the reporting and disposal of contaminated material no longer applied as the relevant buildings had been demolished and removed from site.  Due to the deadline on this Application the Clerk responded to Planning and directly to the Officer on 5th August 2015.
The second Condition related to a variation of the time required for the Applicant to submit full details of the height, appearance and scale of around seven of the properties. Mr Munnelly advised that the Applicant was required by Regulation to submit these details by August 2015.  Councillors AGREED that the variation in relation to the reporting and removal of contaminated materials no longer applied.   Councillors AGREED that the Applicant was required by Regulation to submit full details by August 2015 and that any date beyond this could not be varied.  Due to the deadline on this Application the Clerk responded to Planning and directly to the Officer on 5th August 2015.
DC/14/1573 – Brambledown Badgers Holt – tree surgery to oak.  Cllr Heeley confirmed that he has visited the location and that the works were acceptable.  Councillors AGREED that they had no objection to the works. Clerk responded on 5th August 2014.
DC/14/0921 and DC/14/0195 – Outline planning permission for demolition of the existing kennels and cattery, associated buildings and structures including three of the four existing residential dwellings with Old Clayton retained and redevelopment of the site to provide up to 41 dwellings with 40 per cent affordable and new vehicular access (All matters other than access to be reserved) | Old Clayton Boarding Kennels Storrington Road Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 4AG - comments required by 21/8/2014 matter to be considered at the Planning and Transport Committee Meeting of 18th August 2014.
It was Noted that the Agent (INSTINCTIF) had emailed a leaflet to the Clerk which had been forwarded to Councillors on 8th August 2014. Cllr Cook advised that the bungalow adjacent to the Kennels formed part of the proposed Development.
Comments can be submitted at clayton.kennels@yourfeedback.org.uk .

DC/14/0457 – Lupin Cottage - Raising of existing roof and creation of first floor to provide additional living accomodation | Lupin Cottage Hampers Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JB – determination due 6/5/2014.

The Clerk contacted Mr David Gibson (HDC Planning Officer) on or around 17th July 2014 when a visit to site was promised and again the 30th July and 1st of August by email.  No response has been forthcoming.  Cllr Heeley read an email to Council whereby a resident had expressed concern over the proposed works which had already started. The email confirmed that the HDC Compliance Officer Mr John Attfield had been approached and had stated that he was unable to enforce whilst the Application was still pending.  Mr Attfield confirmed that any works carried our prior to determination were carried out at the risk of the Applicant and that if the Application was refused the Applicant had around 12 weeks to Appeal the decision in any event.  

Councillors discussed the matter and raised concerns over the number of communications received from the public over this matter.  It was clear that the unreasonable delay in determination was causing distress and anxiety.  Councillors AGREED unanimously that the Clerk should write to the Head of Planning and Environmental Services at Horsham District Council on behalf of Washington Parish Council outlining Councils concern at the unreasonable delay and lack of communication by the Officer in respect of the Application and regret at the impact this was having on residents concerned about the Application. Council sought a formal update by return.  

14.66.2 Rock Quarry 
Councillor Heeley reported that out of 5 Parishoners who were asked for feedback on Washington Village Day 1 did not know where Rock Quarry was and the other 4 expressed views as to what they didn’t want. It was AGREED that the Clerk would email Councillors to canvas interest in attending a further exploratory meeting with Julie Wilkinson
14.66.3 Enforcements
The Council NOTED the following Enforcement

EN/13/0544 – Fence and gate on Rock Lane – ongoing (with Roger Harding, WSCC).

14.66.4 Appeals
None at the date of the Meeting.


14.66.5 Decision notices
Council NOTED the following decisions

DC/14/0358- Former Yaffles Rock Road - Retention of 5 hoardings and the display of advert to hoarding on a temporary basis - Application Permitted
DC/14/1174 - Glen Cottage Hazelwood Close - Extension to rear elevation - Application Permitted

DC/14/1309 - Finders Bracken Lane - Non material amendment previously approved DC/14/0554 -Application Permitted
14.66.6 Neighbourhood Plan
Thakeham Parish Council are looking for a Washington Councillor to become involved as a stakeholder in the development of their Neighbourhood Plan.  As some Councillors were not present it was AGREED to defer this matter to the next Full Council Meeting on 1st September 2014.
Transport Issues

14.66.7 A283 Pedestrian crossing – Council requested that the Clerk request the current position from Ross Shepherd.

14.66.8 Proposed Speed limit reduction from Water Lane junction to Washington Roundabout A283 

Councillor Circus explained that the 30 mph limit along the whole stretch of road supported by Washington and Storrington and Sullington Parish Councils implied that the whole road was effectively an urban environment which was not the case.  Traffic signs have to be self-regulating to some extent and the police advise that restrictive signs only work where the public can relate the sign to its environment/location and understand why the restriction is there to be observed.  Councillor Circus felt that the 30mph speed limit along the whole road would be difficult to canvas without police support.  
Councillor Circus felt that there was a stronger case for a 40mph limit along some of the stretch of road. After discussion and vote Councillors AGREED UNANIMOUSLY to support a 40mph limit from Water Lane to Washington Roundabout.
14.66.9 Glaseby Lane / A24 Access – residents have reported difficulty in accessing the A24 northbound carriageway safely due to fast moving traffic, poor sightlines and absence of an acceleration lane.  Issues were raised at Washington Village Day.  The volume of traffic has increased but there are difficulties in creating an acceleration lane.  The item has been placed on the Transport and Planning Committee Meeting Agenda for 18th August 2014.
14.66.10 Road Closures
Horsham Road Southbound – Washington - Safety Barrier Repair  Overnight Lane Closure 29-Jul-2014- 30th July 2014
London Road Southbound – Washington - Safety Barrier Repair  Overnight Lane Closure 23rd July – 25th July

14.66.11 – Caladh – Councillor Circus confirmed he had visited this property because of a complaint by the resident that the two trees situated on the highway obstruct the view when pulling out of the property.  Councillor Circus supports the view that the tree on the right hand side (only) should be removed.  Clerk confirmed that the item is listed for discussion at the Planning and Transport Committee Meeting on 18th August 2014.
Councillor Circus left the Meeting at 20:52
14.67. To Approve Payments to be made by the Parish Council, Receipts to the Parish Council, Quotes and Financial Arrangements
The Clerk advised that where invoices had not been received cheques would only be raised for the amounts approved by Council if they amounted to the same figures (or less) as those presented to Council (either on an individual or cumulative basis).

14.67.1 Bank balance @ 23.07.14  = £59,860 
Cheques approved by Councillors
	Clerk’s Salary for July and Neighbourhood Plan hours worked April – July 15.5 hours in total @ £12.52 = £194.06 

Office expenses for July include:
Electricity £7.00 and Travel 

Postage £7.44
	2086
	(net) £994.48



	New Clerk payment for hours worked in July 54 hours @ £11.51 = £621.54

Office Expenses for July include: 

Travel £20.97 

Stationery ( incl printer cartridges, printer paper and punch pockets) £37.61
	2087
	(net) £680.12

	J Lower – graveyard maintenance – 7 sessions to end of June (invoice received)
	2088
	£700.00

	RoSPA– play area inspection £83+VAT (invoice reference 012553 received)
	2089
	£99.60

	Stella Russell – Litter Warden – ? hours @ £6.31 p/h
	
	Max£126.20

	Frank Hottenbacher – invoice not yet received
	
	Max£150.00

	D Flynn – July invoice not yet received
	
	Max£525+VAT

	SCS Phone  – invoice not received will include £99.00 installation costs
	
	Max£180.00


Amendment to Previous Minutes 14.52.3 SLCC Course Fee (ILCA)- £99.00

Correct amount £99.00 + VAT – total £118.80 AGREED as a correct amendment
14.67.2 Receipts:
MUGA Light Cards - £42.89 (Received from Cllr Doré)
Tree sales - £165.00 (Washington Village Day)
Received from VHMC - £9.00 (Washington Story)
Total £216.89

14.67.3. TG Landscapes Quote – side path improvements and soak away £400.00.  Council AGREED the quote and instructed the Clerk to proceed with arranging the works.
14.67.4 Banking Arrangements – Council AGREED to add the new Clerk, Petrina Kingham as a signatory to the Lloyds bank account and for the new Clerk to apply for the Parish Council debit card as agreed in Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  The clerk confirmed the debit card would not be used for mileage costs which would continue to be presented to Council for approval as had been the case historically.
14.68 Items of Correspondence
14.68.1 The Following Items of Correspondence were Note as Received. 
1. HDC Member’s e-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley – 08.07.14

2. GACC e-bulletin circulated 14.07.14

3. HDC Member’s e-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley – 14.07.14

4. HDC – link to Older Persons directory circulated – 17.07.14

5. NHS notice of presentations regarding proposed changes to healthcare offered locally – forwarded to Cllr Beglan.

6. HDC Member’s e-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley – 21.07.14

7. GACC newsletter – circulated 22.07.14

8. HDC Annual notice of Poling Station Review – forwarded to Cllr Heeley and placed on noticeboards.

9. HDC advice regarding new website circulated 23.07.14

10. GACC response regarding new flight paths – circulated 23.07.14

11. E-mail for Cllr Roger Arthur circulated to Planning Committee members – 23.07.14

12. Rural Services Network email forwarded to Cllr Britt – 28.07.14

13. HDC – notice of proposed Application for Rock Mill circulated 28.07.2014

14. HDC – members e-bulletin- forwarded to Cllr Heeley 28.07.2014

15. HDC – s106 update circulated 29.07.14

16. Adur and Rother Connections – Free Kayaking sessions – forwarded to Cllrs Beglan and Horwood
14.69. Parish Council Issues and Maintenance

14.69.1 Community Asset Register

It was NOTED that an Application to nominate the following items to the CAR had been accepted for consideration:

4 George VI Post Boxes:

Phone Box 1 – Location:  Frankland Arms, London Road, Washington, West Sussex RH20 4AL

Phone Box 2 – Location: The Old Post Office, The Street, Washington, West Sussex RH20 4AS

Phone Box 3 – Location: Windyridge, Rock Road, Washington, West Sussex RH20 3AH

Phone Box 4 – Location: Old Clayton, Storrington Road, Washington, West Sussex RH20 4AS 
Determination date: 24th September 2014
14.69.2 Village Hall

The Council received and considered a request from the Washington Village Hall Management Committee on behalf of one of their customers, a group that runs an exercise class in the Hall.  The request was for the Council to approve the request from the group that they have the option to use the recreation ground (weather permitting).  The Group currently operates from 6pm – 7pm on a Thursday evening and has around 7 participants.  Music would be used to keep the rhythm for the exercises but would be at a reasonable volume.
This matter was discussed at length.  

Councillors discussed the use of a not for profit public area being used by a profit making organisation. It was felt that the suggested use was therefore not appropriate.  
Notwithstanding that issue the Group had paid to use the Hall and not the field.
Concerns were raised that should this use be approved it could result in further profit making organisations not associated with the Parish Council or the Management Committee using the recreation ground.  This use would be outside the control of both parties.

It was felt that this would have a detrimental impact on the current public users.  Councillors did not want to set a precedent with a potentially damaging impact.
Concerns were raised over the level of music which it was felt would not realistically be at the level of that used by the general public as it was outside and being used for a relatively large group.  There was also no guarantee that the class size would remain at 7 but could increase.

Recent complaints over the level of noise as a result of an outside event at the Franklands Arms indicated that approval for use in this way may cause a similar reaction and be deemed a nuisance. 

In addition Councillors were unclear whether the Group’s music licence extended to the public field but felt this was unlikely.  There were also issues of insurance should any injury be sustained as a result of using the field in this manner.

Cllr Heeley asked for a show of hands in order to resolve the discussion. 
Whilst Councillors expressed their wish to support the Management Committee, of the Councillors present 6 voted against approval with 1 abstention.  It was therefore AGREED by a majority vote that the use was NOT approved.

Clerk to advise Mr Baker and Gerig of the decision.
Councillor Heeley advised that both he and Councillor Whyberd would be attending an informal meeting with Mr Baker and Mr Gerig on 7th August 2014.

14.69.3 Veras Shelter – Clerk to follow up the report of damage to the Water Board.  It was AGREED the matter of ownership would be deferred to a further meeting.

14.69.4 Gatwick Consultation – Councillor Thomas reported that it is not possible to consult unless the route is clarified.  We cannot therefore agree or object.  To date there had been the occasional change in route above Washington at 7000 feet and as such Washington remained unaffected at present.
14.70. Reports and Recommendations from Committee meetings on 21st and 24th July 2014


14.70.1 Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments & Footpaths and Conservation Committee
Councillor Whyberd reported:

Allotment 3B is still infested with Marestail.
1 Allotment remains free.
Tree management is proceeding and the ivy is being controlled.
Danny Flynn’s work on the recreation ground hedges prior to the Village Day was of a high standard.

The Village Hall, Recreation Ground and the Allotments have now accepted as valid nominations for the Community Asset Register and have been added accordingly.

Councillor Whyberd asked if Councillors would like him arrange for a Barrister to speak to Council about the Community Asset Register.  It was suggested that this could be arranged as a third meeting on a Monday between Open Spaces and Planning and Transport.  Councillor Whyberd to liaise with the Clerk accordingly.

Washington Scarlet Apple Trees.  Councillor Cook to purchase one of the remaining three trees and to care for the trees over the summer period.  One tree to be donated to St Mary’s School in September and one to be planted on the Allotments as previously agreed by Council.
14.70.2 Planning and Transport Committee
DC/14/0731 - Brackenhurst Georges Lane - Variation to Condition 3 (hedge height) of DC/05/2881 from points A to B and the removal of part of the hedge as indicated along the southern boundary – amendment to plan. 
Councillors agreed that they would urge HDC to maintain the conditions that are currently in place and agreed to continue to object until the boundary dispute was resolved. 

SDNP/14/02138/FUL - Frieslands London Road Washington – Replacement dwelling.
Councillors agreed that whilst there was no objection in principal, they would wish the materials to be sympathetic to the location within the SDNP and to buildings of this character.  For example wood to be used for - windows rather than uPVC. 
DC/14/1413 - Longbury Rock Road - Demolition of existing 3 bedroom chalet bungalow, construction of a new 4 bedroom, 2 storey dwelling with basement, new driveway and store to driveway, planting of trees to site

Boundary.  
Councillors discussed the applications and agreed that there was no reason to object to the proposal but would request that existing screening is retained. 

DC/14/1422 - Rockwood House Rock Road - New timber fence up to 2 meters high adjacent to the highway (Merrywood Lane).  Councillors agreed not to object, provided there was no issue with WSCC highways.  

14.71. Reports on Meetings and Notice of Forthcoming Meetings

14.71.1 Chantry Estate in Storrington – On 11th July Councillor  Heeley met with Cllr Worthington-Leese and Andrew Aldridge regarding proposals for the Chantry Estate in Storrington. There is a broad proposal to put 102 homes into the industrial area and to redevelop the quarry for institutional and light commercial use.  Councillors queried how this development would dovetail with the Application proposed for Clayton Kennels (and the bungalow site).  Until Horsham District Council’s Local Plan had been adopted it was unclear what the shortfall/housing figures would be.  It was agreed that this needed to be taken forward by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

14.71.2 Path to link Warren Hill with Sullington Warren via the Country Park to the north of the RMC site -  On  17th July Councillors Heeley, Beglan and Whyberd met with representatives of the National Trust, Heath Common Residents Assocition, Sandhill Conservation Society, The Lorica Trust and Barratt’s Homes to discuss the option of a path to link Warren Hill with Sullington Warren via the Country Park to the north of the RMC site. Councillor Heeley confirmed that there was an acceptance in principle that the footpath go around the top of the field currently leased by The Lorica Trust.  The National Trust do not own the current access (to the side of Woodpeckers) but have access over it.  There are other access option.  Moving forward the National Trust are to cost out the work and HCRA will talk to residents whose properties may be affected.  Barratts have offered unquantified funding for the path and fencing and verge gates in Heath Common.
14.71.3 Maths Day at St Mary’s First School Washington - Cllr Thomas visited the school in his capacity as a Councillor.  He wanted to expressly state that the two children who showed him around the school were a credit to themselves, their parents and the school. He discussed mathematical concepts of some complexity with Years 4 and 5 children and was delighted by the atmosphere and the wide ranging subjects being presented. He stated the day was a pleasure to attend.
14.72. Items for press release
There were none.
14.73 Clerk’s report


14.73.1 Governance and Accountability 2014 – The clerk confirmed that from 6th August, members of the public have the right to record Parish Council meetings.  Draft Regulations were circulated with the Agenda on 30th July 2014.  Whilst it might be a consideration to change the Agenda to ask for notice of any such arrangement to record the Clerk confirmed that notice does not have to be given.  It needs to be made clear at the start of any meeting (either by a note on the Agenda or by a Chairman’s Announcement) that the publishing of any recordings and photographs taken in the room by members of the public are outside the control of the Council.

Councillors need to consider amending Standing Orders to account for occasions where the public can be excluded from a Meeting which involve provisions for when recording and photography by the public cannot take place.  Further guidance is yet to be received.

The Clerk considered it would be good practice for a recorded transcript of all meetings to take place to assist in accuracy of Minutes, allow the Clerk as the Proper Officer of the Council to participate more fully in the Meetings and to assist in clarification should Meetings be recorded and misconstrued.  The Clerk confirmed that once the Minutes of any meeting had been signed and a legal document created the recording would be destroyed.

Council agreed this in principle and asked that the Clerk bring details of recording devices to the next Full Council Meeting.
14.74 Items for the next agenda

No items were received but Councillor Heeley confirmed quoracy for the Planning and Transport Meeting on the 18th August and it was confirmed that the Meeting would be quorate.


14.75 Date and Time of next meetings:

Committees – 18th August 2014

Neighbourhood Plan – 19th August 2014
Full Council – 1st September 2014

The Parish Clerk left the meeting at 21.43 due to the nature of the next item
14.76 Staffing Matter 
Notes (taken by Councillor Heeley)
 

Councillors AGREED that a monthly standing order should be set up to cover basic net pay for the clerk each month. The clerk will continue to present claims for expenses and any additional hours which are agreed as payable, for payment by cheque.

 

Pension provision - The new clerk had indicated that she was happy to wait until automatic enrolment applies to Washington PC, in 2017. Councillors agreed to defer a decision on which scheme to offer until nearer the time.

 

Time off in lieu following meetings outside normal working hours to be scheduled in.

 

Councillors noted that within the Neighbourhood Plan, Washington had equal “seats at the table” and by agreement, the Clerks had shared the workload, with Washington taking the minutes. Any future changes to this should initially be discussed between the Clerks. Councillors agreed to payment of extra hours worked, or time off in lieu.

Meeting Closed at 21.53

Signed………………………………………



Dated…………………………
Chair/Vice Chair
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